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* true Copy of che Mayor's Poll. 
5 10. COOPER, Town Clerk. 


The following Perſons Votes were, ſome of them, poſitively refuſed to hetaken ae 
all, and others of them at the taking by the Mayor, upon ny were ay» = 
Query d, and were, after ſhutting the Poll, arbitrarily ftruck » Tick, the 
who declared he did it by and Direftion of Mr John 7 Te aj 

without hearing either the Condidates or the Parties. 

Thoſe Rejelted marked R 2$ Perſons. 
Thoſe Query'd marked Q — 
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| (65 ) 
1 Samuel Criſde R William Tizard 
DB ohn Parker + Q William Cooper 
Richard Parker Q John Buſſel jun. 
X jo. Read Bernard i 
obert Morgan 8 ja. Gould, . 
2 Richard White R jo. Gray ; 
William Beſſant R Richard Seymour 
john Taylor R George Golop 
© Chriſtopher Farr Xx Benjamin Devoniſh 
R John Brown R William Lye 
Robert Welch Doran R Daniel Greenland 
Thomas Gillet R William Mitchell 


Note, There are ſeveral Perſons of the ſame Name in this Liſt that are upon the 
Mayor's Poll, and therefore choſe Parties that were queried and ftruck out, are de- 


=_ | — K 1 — =O Templeman, of Dorcheſter, who will G5 & 


N. B. The Numbers declared in the Common-Ha!l by Mr. Cooper, on Saturday | 
the 26th of Auguſt, 1727, about Five a-Clock in the Afternoon, viz. 


Mr. Tucker — —— 195 | Mr. Neale -— —— 100 
Mr. Betts — 164 Mr. Seymour A a 3 
Mr. Pearſe — —— 125 | Mr. Bury — —— 35 


A Copy of the Poll was, after the Declaration of the Numbers, inftantly 

demanded by each Candidate, and the fame Evening the Town-Clerk was called 

upon for them; and two or three Times eyery Day atterw#ds, either he or 
the Mayor was ſent to, for the ſame: But no Copy could be got until Tueſday = 
the 29th, when Mr. Cooper brought a Copy to Mr. Wird's ings, ſigned as a 7 


Mr. Tucker — — 195 Mr. Neale — FOT 
Mr. Betts — — 164} Mr. Seymour — — 83 
Mr. Pearſe— — 125 Mr. Bury — — 35 
Sir James Thornhill— 110 Mr. Ward — — 10g 


But Mr. Ward being adviſed to ask the Mayor if he would take upon himſelf to 
fay, that the ſaid Poll was a true Copy; he refuſed to do it, alledging, Mr. Cooper's 
ſigning it was ſufficient : However, he took the Poll back, and returned it not. 
until Tueſday the 12th of September following: And then it ſtood with Numbers 


Mr. Betts — — 162 | Mr. Neale — — For 
Mr. Tucker — — 196 Mr. Seymour — —— 85 
Mr. Pearſe — — 125 Mr. Bury — — 

Sir James Thornhill —— 1113 | Mr. Ward — —— 


By which it plainly appears, that theſe Gentlemen, in their own Way, have 


ny the great Numbers arbitrarily ſtruck off the Poll. Beſides, tis a Demonſtra- 
tion, that the Law was no Rule er Guide to the returning Officer, who, by 
the Act of 7th and 8th of William III. Cap. 25. is expreſly directed, Forthwith 

to deliver to ſuch Perſon or Perſons as ſhall deſire the ſame, a Copy of the Poll taken at 

the Eleition, and for every wilful Offence contrary to the ſaid Act, ſhall forfeit to — 


-- 


2 120 

Party aggrieved the Sum of Five hundred Pounds. That is, to every Candidate or Vo- 
ter wha demands the Poll, and has not a true One given; or elſe, not to have 

it forthwith delivered, aſter the Demand is made. In either of which Caſes, a 
Returning Officer is ſubject to the Penalty: And in both theſe Caſes, the Mayor 
of Weymouth cannot be innocent nor free from a Proſecution, by every Voter 
who was rejected before the Poll was cloſed, or ſtruck off by him afterwards; 

which laſt Action of the Mayor's is altogether without Precedent : And was done 

by him, contrary to the Sentiments of many. Perſons in the Intereſt of thole '- 

Gentlemen who had a Majority declared in their Favour, and, who honeſtly, at chat 
time, did expreſs their Diſlike of ſuch an illegal Attempt: Notwithſtanding which, 
Mr. Covper, at the Mayor's Command (as he declared afcerwards, in the Prelence 
of many Wit. eſſes) ſtruck them off the Poll; and had ſo deface4 their Names, 
that neither himſelf nor any other Perſon could diſtinguiſh who they were: For 

n 1 which Reaſon this Poll is printed, that every Voter may ſee the Injury done 
1 him; and by what Hand it was done; and know the Law that directs the Re- 
medy. The Queries ſtruck off the Poll, and after the Number was declared, were 
no leſs than 52 Perſons; and each had a Right to Vote for four Members: So 
that 208 Votes were ſet aſide at once in Breach of the Law, and in Prejudice both 
to the Voters and Candidates at this Election: Tho', but a very littie Time before, 
the Mayor ſent his Officer to the Freeholders, who were ſhut out of the Hall, to 
_ acquaint them, that nothing would be done that Night; neither would the Mem- 
bers be declare: But no ſoover were they quieted and diſperſed, but a Minority 
was made a Majority ; and a Declaration pronounced in favour of the Gentle- 
men, as they ſtand circumſtanced upon this Poll. | | 


N. B. The Advertiſement in the Daily Journal of the 1 5th of Seprember,1525, which 
vilifies the Account of the Weymouth Election, was inſerted by one Mr. Cooper, 
Brother of Mr. Cooper the Town-Clerk, and two other Perſons wich him, whoſe 
. Names ſnall hereafter be made publick. This, in ſome Meafure, will ſuffice | 
7 to convince the World how deſireous thoſe Gentlemen are to avoid having i 
i their Condutt expoſed; and they certainly concluded the beſt Way to prevent "0 
It, was to throw Dirt, as is done by that Advertiſement : And alſo by another 
in the Whitehall Evening Poſt the 8th of Auguſt, 1727, in Relation to the Mey - 
mouth Election. By both which it appears, thoſe Perſons are more officiouſly 
concerned to ſcandalize others, than they are to reform their owa Practices; 
Juli appears to be moſt arbitrary, and ſcandalcuſiy coutrary to Law and 
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